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Ponce, P. E., July SO, 1900. 
Sib : I have the honor to transmit herewith the weekly quarantine 
and abstract of bills of health reports for the week ended July 28, 1900. 
I also inclose mortality statistics for the two weeks ended on the same 
date. 

The enormous death rate has slightly increased. Especially notable 
are the deaths from the digestive organs which are principally 
enteritis of some form. To one not seeing the cases such profound 
anaemia as is daily seen here seems hardly possible. Dr. Smith, secre- 
tary of the superior board of health, is at present in the city investi- 
gating the subject and his report will be very interesting. 
Nothing of interest has occurred in the quarantine or shipping lines. 
Eespectfully, W. W. King, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 
The Subgeon-Genebal, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.] 

Number and causes of deaths in Ponce jurisdiction {city, playa, and surrounding country) 
during the two weeks ended July 28, 1900. 



Infectious diseases : 

Malarial fever 14 

Dysentery 19 

Tuberculosis 5 

Pernicious malarial fever 5 

Puerperal fever 1 

Gangrene of the mouth 2 

Leprosy 1 

Tetanus 1 



Diseases of the digestive apparatus 113 

Diseases of the respiratory system 6 

Diseases of the nervous system 3 

Diseases of the circulatory system 1 

Other diseases (ansemia, inanition, etc. ) 93 

Total 216 

Births during same period 70 



VENEZUELA. 



Report from Maracaibo — Some cases of smallpox. 

Maeacaibo, July S, WOO. 

Sie: I have the honor to state that up to date our public health is in 
the same condition as before. 

Curacao has still quarantine against this port, but you will see from 
the inclosed copy of my dispatch (No. 134) to the Hon. Francis B. 
Loomis, United States minister at Caracas that we have open communi- 
cation with all the ports of Venezuela. 

As smallpox (virula brava) has been introduced from Colombia we 
have strict quarantine against the port of Cuenta and the State of San- 
tander ; no one is allowed to enter from said ports without a certificate 
of vaccination. 

I expect the American steamer Maracaibo in port in a few days, and 
if our public health does not change I shall give her for New York a 
clean bill of health. 

It is understood that each passenger for the United States must pre- 
sent his vaccination certificate at this consulate before being allowed to 
embark. Passengers to our Porto Eican ports are not accepted. 
Eespectfully, Ed. Plumachee, 

United States Consul. 

Hon. Assistant Seoeetaey of State. 
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[Inclosure.] 

United States Consulate, 

Maracaibo, June 25, 1900. 
Sir: I see from the" reports of the consul at Puerto Cabello to the Secretary of the 
Interior, that he speaks of smallpox and quarantine to Maracaibo from Puerto Cabello- 
Allow me to state that there is quarantine against Maracaibo from the Dutch Govern, 
ment, but that the ports of Venezuela are open and the only outlet for passengers. 

I have reported upon smallpox and yet have given clean bill of health to the steamers 
direct to New York; but all passengers must produce a certificate of vaccination, none 
being allowed to Puerto Rico. 

I have closely examined into the merits and I am backed by the written documents 
from the collector of the port, the board of health of the State and city and the doctors 
of the port All declare in writing that there is no reason to deny a clean bill of health. 
There is no doubt we have some cases ; but they were introduced from Colombia, and 
strict laws have been given in regard to the allowance into the city of anyone from that 
country without a certificate of vaccination. 
I shall keep you informed. 

Respectfully, E. H. Plumachee, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Francis B. Loomis, 

E. E. and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States at Caracas. 

WEST AFRICA. 

Further concerning yellow fever at GoreeDakar. 

Goreb-Dakar, June 80, 1900. 
Sir : Since my last dispatch on the subject, of June 16, several cases 
of yellow fever have occurred at Dakar and Eufisque and 1 at Goree, 
but as there have not yet been more than 4 or 5 cases in either of the 
above-mentioned places at any one time, the disease has not been form- 
ally declared epidemic. It has not increased of late, but the type 
seems very fatal. About two-thirds of those who are attacked die. 
The large mail steamers which pass refuse to take passengers, but the 
cargo boats which trade here have taken many hundreds, if not thou- 
sands, of panic stricken people, including the military. The disease 
may not gain a very disastrous footing on account of the wholesale 
exodus of Europeans from the colony and the strictness of the local 
quarantines, which natives have already been shot for infringing. The 
Government seems determined to "stamp it out," if it is possible to do 
so, and it has certainly been prevented from increasing or spreading. 
None of the cargo boats which have left here with passengers had sick- 
ness break out on board of them, but it is so uncomfortable leaving that 
way in hot weather that it is doubtful if I shall make the attempt, 
although I have until recently expected to go. The English consul left 
last month. 

Eespectfully, P. Striokiand, 

United States Consvl. 

Sierra Leone quarantines against Bathurst, Gambia, Goree-DaJcar, and 
Bufisque, on account of yellow fever. 

Sierra Leone, June 21, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that owing to the prevalence of yellow 
fever in the colonies of Bathurst, Gambia, and at GoreeDakar and 
Eufisque in French Guiana, the governor-in council of Sierra Leone has 
declared said colonies infected places ; and has issued notices bearing 
dates of the 29th ultimo and 15th instant, that all vessels arriving at any 
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